Roanoke County, Virginia

NATURALLY AWESOME

IT’S A NATURAL

Entering any new market is daunting, unfamiliar, and downright
scary. But there’s nothing to fear about the Roanoke Region of
Virginia. It. Is. Awesome.
We have it all – a tremendous outdoor culture combined with
a modern urban vibe that makes it a draw for tourists, talent,
investment, and business.
Speaking of outdoor culture; what other region of the U.S. has a
designated director of outdoor branding? Where else can you find a
website like RoanokeOutside.com dedicated to an area’s cool outdoor
scene? Where will you find a commitment to tourism that increased
public funding of tourism promotion by 67 percent?
Did we mention this outdoor lifestyle is celebrated every day of
the week? You can bike, paddle, run, climb, and fish within minutes
of where you are. There is even a festival, GO Fest, which packs 300
outdoor activities and demos, plus forty thousand people into a
weekend.
The Roanoke market is a natural for the outdoor hospitality
industry.
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WHERE YOU WANT TO BE
As the old saying goes, it’s all
about location, location, location. Not
only is Roanoke the largest Virginia
metro along the Blue Ridge Parkway
and Skyline Drive, it is centrally
located within a day’s drive of 2/3
of the U.S. population. That’s a lot
64
of people who love nature. And all
of it is only minutes from heavily
traveled Interstate 81 (69,000 AADT)
and Roanoke Regional Airport which
offers more than 40 arrivals and
departures daily.
81 of the Roanoke
The population
metro is 325,000. The secondary
(60 miles) market includes the
Lynchburg and Blacksburg metros
and brings the population total to
1.2 million. Approximately two
hours away covers 5.8 million
people.

Another dynamic of the region
is its higher education community.
There are 25 colleges and universities
within an hour of Roanoke with total
enrollment of 100,000 students.
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Roanoke

Lynchburg

Blacksburg

30 Miles

60 Miles

120 Miles

414,694

1,156,735

5,753,984

Annual Growth
77
Rate 2010-16

0.56%

0.48%

0.81%

Projected Annual
Growth Rate
2016-21

0.56%

0.39%

0.79%

Population

Median Age

42.9

42.0

40.2

Households

171,455

472,480

2,291,902

Median
Household
Income

$49,007

$43,028

$46,459

Bachelor’s
Degree or Higher

28.5%

24.1%

29.1%

White Collar
Employment

60.2%

56.9%

60.2%

Travel Spending
Totals

$261 million $624 million

$3.5 billion
SOURCE: ESRI
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MOUNTAIN-METRO MIX
Roanoke, Virginia is that unique combination of
a full-service metro with an active outdoor culture.
Nestled in the foothills of the beautiful Blue Ridge
Mountains, Roanoke is your gateway to the finest
outdoor recreation opportunities available on the East
Coast.
We dare you to conquer 1,000 miles of hiking and
biking trails, Virginia’s largest lake, the state’s two
largest rivers, 25 rivers and creeks, 30+ miles of urban
trails, world class single-track, and destinationworthy fishing. Two of the country’s finest outdoor
assets, the Blue Ridge Parkway and Appalachian
Trail, run through the heart of the region. And
everything is right outside your door.

Roanoke
MSA

•

Lynchburg MSA

Explore Park

Blacksburg MSA

MOUNTAIN BIKE MECCA

Virginia’s Blue Ridge is the only East Coast community designated as a SilverLevel Ride Center by the International Mountain Bicycling Association. The region
was selected after an extensive review that assessed the quality of riding, bicyclefriendly infrastructure, amenities, and bike culture. In other words, the riding here is
awesome.
The region is home
to more than 300 miles
of single-track trails
spread across multiple
trail systems - Explore
Park, Mill Mountain
Park, Douthat State
Park, and Carvins Cove
Nature Reserve, not to
mention some pretty epic
backcountry single track
and gravel rides.
A strong mountain bike
club produces weekly
rides, epic adventures, and
committed trail building
volunteers that create a
vibrant mountain bike culture.
Come ride with us! Learn more at www.roanokeoutside.com/mountain-bike.

MORE METRO TO ENJOY
These hills are alive every night of the week with music
from 20 or more live music venues. Outdoor amphitheaters,
concert halls, and stages host all kinds of national acts,
performers, and genres. Or choose from live theater, opera,
ballet, or the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra — all of which
pack the house.
From art to science to trains to pinball, people get up close
and personal at museums that entertain all ages. Everything
is complimented by approximately 100 festivals that attract
thousands to celebrate everything from kites to cultures.
Foodies love the 60+ restaurants in downtown Roanoke.
And beer tourism is about to get even larger when two of the
largest craft brewers in the U.S. – Ballast Point Brewing &
Spirits and Deschutes Brewery – open east coast facilities to
compliment the dozen or more craft breweries already here.

$

WISH YOU WERE HERE
Tourism is booming in and around
the Roanoke Region. There has
been an increase of 66.7 percent in
Roanoke’s tourism funding and it
is paying off. Seven million total
visitor nights in 2018 in the RoanokeLynchburg-Blacksburg markets
represented an increase of 5.9
percent year over year. This indicates
strong demand for quality lodging
experiences.

Travel Spending
Totals

30 Miles
$260,988,221
60 Miles
$623,871,438

120 Miles
$3,454,662,760

SOURCE: ESRI

2014

2015

2016

2017

YTD 2018

Change
2014-18

Change
2017-18

Roanoke

5,255

5,502

5,629

5,713

5,873

11.8%

2.8%

Blacksburg

4,362

4,362

4,444

4,511

4,682

7.3%

3.8%

Lynchburg

2,602

2,602

2,699

2,739

2,863

18.7%

4.5%

Total Regional
Market

12,029

12,466

12,772

12,964

13,418

11.5%

3.5%

Occupancy

2014

2015

2016

2017

YTD 2018

Change
2014-18

Change
2017-18

Roanoke

57.0%

58.0%

58.6%

55.8%

58.8%

3.2%

5.4%

Blacksburg

53.1%

55.4%

55.6%

52.1%

53.3%

0.4%

2.3%

Lynchburg

58.9%

58.1%

59.9%

57.9%

55.6%

-5.6%

-4.0%

Total Regional
Market

56.0%

57.1%

57.8%

55.0%

56.2%

0.4%

2.3%

Rooms*

* Only STR participants

SOURCE: STR

WE MEAN BUSINESS

The Roanoke Region is experiencing an unprecedented era of corporate growth
with companies such as Deschutes Brewery, Ballast Point Brewing & Spirits, Humm
Kombucha and Italian automotive company Eldor Corporation announcing plans to
locate facilities here. The Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute is doubling in size
and adding 250 life science researchers. The reasons behind such decisions benefit all
who do business here:
Cost of doing
business
11% below
U.S. average
(Moody’s)

Cost of living
11% below
U.S. average
(C2ER)

Unemployment
insurance
50% below
national
average
(VEDP)

Workers’
compensation
rates
37% below
national
average
(ODCBS)

Average
industrial
electric bill
22% below
U.S. average
(EEI)

Brand names such as Orvis, Advance Auto Parts, Backcountry.com, Allstate,
General Electric, Wells Fargo, Health Corporation of America, Yokohama Tire, and
others have significant operations employing thousands in the region.
Personal Property Tax (all rates per $100)
$2.10

Roanoke County Taxes

$1.75
$1.40
$1.05
$0.70

Rate

Admissions Tax

5%

Meals Tax

4%

Lodging Tax

7%

Sales Tax

5.3%

Real Estate Tax *

$1.09

Business License Tax **

$0.36
* Per $100 assessed value
** Per $100 gross receipts

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5+

SEE YOU SOON

Well, there you have it. These pages pretty much sum up what the
Roanoke Region is all about. And they tell a compelling story about
the opportunity that awaits you in Roanoke County, VA.
We hope to see you very soon.

Jill Loope
540-772-2124
jloope@roanokecountyva.gov

Lisa Lyle
540.343.1550 x107
llyle@roanoke.org
Pete Eshelman
540.343.1550 x104
pete@roanoke.org

